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At both Ono Junior High School and
Ukigane Junior High School | often
have the opportunity to see students
diligently practicing their club activities.
s emmm_—E A5 the older students teach
! | the younger students, each
| club seems to have made great
progress these first few
months of school.

| 'am not surprised that each
club improves so quickly
because each student is very
dedicated to his/her activity.
Compared to America, | can
0oooooo really feel the importance of
club activities at Japanese schools compared to schools
in America. For example, not every student in America is a
member of a club. Also, many teachers at school are not
a part of a club. Some of the club coaches are teachers,
but some coaches are other people from the community.
Since everyone is involved in clubs in Japanese schools |
think there is a strong sense of cooperation and school
unity that we don’ t have in America.

Students who don’ t enter a club in America do many
different things. Some just go home after school, but
other students participate in something else that they are
interested in. Some have a part time job, do volunteer
work, or practice an activity that they cannot do at
school. Also, students spend less time at club activities in
America so many students join more than one club. For
example, since there is less practice it is common for
students to be in both the band and play a sport. Also,
each sport is not played year round, but either in the fall,
the winter, or the spring. Many students play a different
sport for each season. | think students in America have
more freedom to decide, and have a good and get better
at many activities.
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