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Since teachers and office workers
don’t rotate their workplaces
inAmerica, | am always a little sad in
April, when it comes time to say good-
bye to co-workers.

April in Japan really does feel like a
farewell season - | can think of nothing
to compare it to in America.

Of course, people change jobs America
too, but it happens at all different times
during the vear. Rather than give a party,
the coworkers usually do something
simple during the workday. Sometimes, everyone goes out
to lunch together,or everyone takes a break for about 15
minutes during the afternoon, has cake and says good-
bye. Sometimes the coworkers simply give the flowers or a
good luck card to the person. It would be rare for an
office to have a party together after work.

However, we do have retirement parties in America. For
example, if someone worked for the same school or
company for their whole career, there might be a big
retirement party. Not only co-workers attend, but also
people who he/she might have met through their work or
people who he/she used to work with. And of course, the
retiring person’s family, and usually the co-workers
husbands and wives would also attend. Every party is
different, but | there is often buffet-style food. People
stand up or walk around to talk to people while they eat.
Sometimes there is also music and dancing. | don’t think
there are parties like that in Japan.

| enjoyed the farewell parties | attended in Japan,
although | was sad to say good-bye to everyone who left.
| hope everyone has good luck in their new positions.
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