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Last month, | saw the junior high school
students from Ono Junior High School
complete their graduation ceremony. This
was the third time for me to see a
graduauon ceremony in Ono, but | still felt

; | how different it is from
graduations in America.
For example, my
graduation from junior
' high school was in
\ June, and it was held
% outside on the school
| | grounds. Many parents,
grandparents and family
members attended the
ceremony, but the
We didn't have uniforms, so we

Chl2EI]

younger students do not.
dressed up; the boys wore ties and the girls wore dresses or
skirts. We didn't have any rehearsals before the ceremony, and
we just walked normally up to the stage when our names were

called. If a Japanese student saw my graduation ceremony it
might seem messy and not very serious. | liked my graduation,
however, because it felt lke a celebration.  We did not feel sad
about leaving junior high school, but excited about moving on to
high school. The speakers spoke more about what we would
accomplish in the future than about the memories that we had
made. | felt happy and excited during graduation; it was a
beginning rather than and end.

| realized the difference in attitudes between American and
Japanese graduation ceremonies when | heard some teachers at
Ono Junior High School mention graduation as the students' "last
class." | think that for Americans, graduation is "the celebration
after the last class." However, as always, the Ono Junior High
School graduates did their best during their "last class."
Congratulations to the students from Ono Junior High School,
Ukigane Junior High School, and all of this year's graduates. J
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