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On the morning of the Coming of Age\\
Ceremony in Ono, | had just gotten back
from spending Christmas and New Years at
home. | was shivering by the heaters in the
back of the Great Hall, jetlagged and
wishing | were still in America, when |
suddenly caught a glimpse of the parking
lot. There | saw the seijinnsha kimono and
hakama walking through the lightly falling
snow. As | admired the beautiful kimono
and watched childnood friends greet each
other, | began to wish that we had such a
custom in America. When one of the young
women suddenly pulled out a cell phone,
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RULBESTOERLIC, RhlE, P XY e - ' and her friends quickly flashed peace
ATEZSOVDBEDDBUIOWEE Hoooooo signs and posed for a picture, | had to
BOWELIC, 4L T, —ADTMEDORABDBHOEZHL  smile; this was something | would never see in America.

SEREIFT P L ELIc. BAYUDRESE—XVF1>%=L T, There are times, especially between Halloween and
EREIETCEEAB > TE50WELIc. INlg. PXYHT  Christmas, that | get lost in all of the western influence
F—4EBSNBUOHEITERB->TEWE LT, in Japan. Between the giant Jack-o’ -Lanterns, glowing

. BEICKTHS, TECETESEBASHTNDEmL  Christmas trees and the 7-11 Christmas cakes, there
RUZE LI /N\NOYA—UHESHY RYRETOREIE 45C are times that Japan seems to be even more American
¥ORUBEBOET, ASHHRF VY THE-T-BLDBA  than America is. But, while participating in many
PRUB HY Z9IVY — £V ALTIVDHY TR traditions during the first couple of months of this year,
R ERBBE . ORETFP AU HEUSSICP XY A | have felt .the strong importance the New Year in
THBERUSNBENBUET, LHL. ML  Jopan. Durng the Coming of Age ceremony, the
HICEHL T, BROREOANSER<BUELI, Az, 00PNy comeetiion, a hyekuninissyy toumamen,

- PRpie: TR o an e mame-maki festival, ad a chance to learn
%gfm:iér;&g%gziii%ﬁft; Eﬁ?f’)ﬁ more about Japanese culture and traditions. | would like
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o o _ | think that there are some Americans who only think
BALSAERRORAVDHK, YZ—Pr3RDIEL  of the glowing lights of Tokyo, SONY, and Toyota when

DEAGOFAY ?‘?)\%Ué tﬁ'wa\t“%_gbo “*Ng\ Ezﬁ@fﬁt they think of Japan. | am glad that | have had a chance

*51'13%(;9@'(?—%@5%%?%9‘~tb"@é’Q%UQB@\U to learn about the culture and traditions of Japan. |

ET. MEFFAURTRoICS . INBHTRALBERDIE  hope to tell people in America about what | have learned
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\\ = about Japan as well )/
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